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POPULATION

Regsitered in Sweden on 31 July 2020

10 352 390
AGE GROUPS IMMIGRATION LIFE EXPECTANCY

HEALTH SPENDING

US DOLLAR/CAPITA

PRIVATE HEALTHCARE INSURANCE

OTHER REGIONS 7,0 %

PRIVATE 13,6 %
HEALTH CARE IN SWEDEN IS

TAXFUNDED AND PUBLIC

But, the public care buys 13,6 % of its
care from private providers and 7,0 % 

from other regions.

STEADY INCREASE IN PRIVATE 
HEALTH INSURANCES

Ongoing debate and new investigation
into displacement effects

THE SWEDISH COVID 19 ”STRATEGY”

Sweden chose a different 

pandemic strategy than

its peer nations.

- No lockdown

- Timing of pandemic-related

actions (travel restrictions, 
testing … ) 

- how parts of the healthcare
system reacted to the 

pandemic (visitors)

- the legal framework between
the Government and other

actors and 
- actions taken with regard to 

schools.

INTENSIVE CARE – INCREASED CAPACITY

LARGE DECREASE 1993-2018 COVID-19 DOUBLED CAPACITY

The doubled capacity
was mainly driven by 

the profession and 
locally
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HOSPITAL BEDS

Continued decline
from low levels
despite an increased
number of elderly

The decline in recent 
years is more driven 
by the economy than
by medical needs

relocated

overcrowded

2.1 BEDS/1000 DOUBLING OF OVERCROWDED

NEW REFORM -
PRIMARY HEALTH 

CARE

• A more central role and show 
that primary care is the hub

of Swedish healthcare.

• Regular doctor contac (fast 
läkare)

• Regulate the number of listed
patients/doctor

• Government investment to 
fund 1,250 GP’s until 2027

Government inquiry was
presented on 1 April 2020

DIGITAL DOCTOR 
”VISITS”

DIGITAL VISITS PER MONTH

• The area is little highlighted in the 
research. 

• Patients prefer physical care visits 
over digital video visits, but wait
times are highly valued

• To avoid the spread of infection
during covid-19, digital healthcare
contacts have become important

MEDICAL LEADERSHIP

The number of managers in 
healthcare is increasing but

the proportion who are
doctors is decreasing and 
also a decrease at higher

strategic levels.
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And elen ch efer so m ä r läk arePercentage of managers being physiscians decrease

In contrast to the 
conventional view of 

conflicting logics, 
medical leadership 

would benefit from a 
more integrative model 

of management and 
medicine.

Marie Savage’s doctoral 
thesis – defence November 
6th

“Medicine and 
management have now 

a clearly established 
value in what they 

together can create”

Brommels et al Karolinska 
showed in a report 2017 
“Physicians' role in the 
management and leadership 
of health care”

Clinician involvement 
in hospital 
management can 
lead to superior 
performance.

INCREASE IN NUMBER OF PHYSISCIANS

PHYSISCIANS/1000 
INHABITANTS

48

44

52

56

LICENSED 2018

PROFESSIONAL 2019

PHYSISCIAN GENDER IN %

Women Men

• The total number of physiscians
increased with 10 000 2005-2018

• 65 % of the increase are born abroad

• The gender difference decreases

MORE ADMINISTRATORS THAN DOCTORS

During the 
period 2010 to 
2017, 
administrators 
increased by 
36% compared
to 16% more
doctors.

HEIDI STENSMYREN – NEW WMA PRESIDENT?

WMA was founded in 1947. The 
purpose of the WMA is to serve 

humanity by endeavoring to achieve
the highest international standards in 
Medical Education, Medical Science, 
Medical Art and Medical Ethics, and 

Health Care for all people in the world.

WMA will elect new  
president on the 30th of

October 2020. The present 
president of the swedish
medical association is the 
only remaining candidate.


